Contact: Chris Schellpfeffer, Sand County Foundation, 608.663.4605 ext. 31
Kansas Leopold Conservation Award® Program Seeks Nominees
Wichita, Kan. - (February 11, 2016) -- Sand County Foundation, the Kansas Association of
Conservation Districts (KACD) and the Ranchland Trust of Kansas are accepting applications for
the Leopold Conservation Award in Kansas. The $10,000 award honors Kansas farmers, ranchers
and other private landowners who voluntarily demonstrate outstanding stewardship and
management of natural resources.
Given in honor of renowned conservationist Aldo Leopold, the Leopold Conservation Award
inspires other landowners and provides a visible forum where farmers, ranchers and other private
landowners are recognized as conservation leaders. In his influential 1949 book, “A Sand County
Almanac,” Leopold called for an ethical relationship between people and the land they own and
manage, which he called “an evolutionary possibility and an ecological necessity.”
“The Leopold Conservation Award Program provides a valuable opportunity to recognize the
outstanding accomplishments of Kansas agricultural landowners who are committed to strong
conservation practices and effective stewardship,” said Jim Krueger, Executive Director of the
Kansas Association of Conservation Districts.
“We are proud to be a partner in the Leopold Conservation Award Program in Kansas,” said Bill
Eastman, Chair of the Board at Ranchland Trust of Kansas. “The private landowners we honor
play a critical role in caring for the natural resources we all depend on."
The award will be presented on November 21, 2016 at the KACD Annual Convention in Wichita.
Applications for the award must be postmarked by May 29, 2015 and mailed to KACD c/o Jim
Krueger, 1008 2500 Avenue, Abilene KS 67410. Nominations may be submitted on behalf of a
landowner, or landowners may nominate themselves.
The Leopold Conservation Award Program in Kansas is made possible thanks to the generous
support of Clean Line Energy Partners, Ducks Unlimited, ITC Great Plains, NextEra Energy
Resources, Westar Energy, Kansas Forest Service, Kansas Department of Agriculture, Kansas
Department of Wildlife, Parks and Tourism, USDA NRCS, DuPont Pioneer and The Mosaic
Company.
For application information, please visit www.leopoldconservationaward.org/theaward/application-info/
ABOUT THE LEOPOLD CONSERVATION AWARD PROGRAM
The Leopold Conservation Award is a competitive award that recognizes landowner achievement
in voluntary conservation. Sand County Foundation presents Leopold Conservation Awards in
California, Colorado, Kansas, Kentucky, Nebraska, North Dakota, South Dakota, Texas, Utah,
Wisconsin and Wyoming.
ABOUT SAND COUNTY FOUNDATION
Sand County Foundation (www.sandcounty.net) is a non-profit conservation organization
dedicated to working with private landowners across North America to advance ethical and
scientifically sound land management practices that benefit the environment.

ABOUT THE KANSAS ASSOCIATION OF CONSERVATION DISTRICTS
The Kansas Association of Conservation Districts (www.kacdnet.org) is a voluntary, nongovernmental, non-profit, incorporated organization composed of members from the conservation
districts located throughout Kansas’ 105 counties. Through partnerships with federal, state, and
local entities, the Kansas Association of Conservation Districts has brought together groups that
share the common goal of wise and efficient conservation practices that protect Kansas’ natural
resources. The Kansas Association of Conservation Districts promotes and supports the
establishment of programs dedicated to conservation and the organized development of Kansas
land, water and related resources.
ABOUT THE RANCHLAND TRUST OF KANSAS
The Ranchland Trust of Kansas (www.ranchlandtrustofkansas.org) is a private, non-profit
organization founded by members of the Kansas Livestock Association in 2003. The
organization was created to provide assistance to ranchers and landowners who are conservation
easements. Guided by their mission to preserve Kansas’ ranching heritage and open spaces for
future generations through the conservation of working landscapes, the Ranchland Trust of
Kansas values a commitment to conservation, respect for private landownership, integrity,
organizational excellence and collaboration with those who share their values. The Ranchland
Trust of Kansas remains an affiliate of the Kansas Livestock Association.
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