
 

No-Till Workshop—August 25th 

Special points of interest: 

Visit the Lane County Conserva-

tion District Web-site at: 

http:www.lanecountycd.com  for 

information on the District, 

Products for Sale and Rent, and 

Cost-Share Assistance. 

No-Till Workshop— August 25th  

at the Ness City Fairgrounds 

FOOD DRIVE!!!  FEDS FEED FAMI-

LIES.  Donations taken until 

August 31st at the USDA Office. 

NOW AVAILABLE!    PLANT-

SKYDD REPELLENT:  Organic 

repellent to keep Deer, Moose, 

Elk and Rabbits away from 

trees, shrubs, flowers, and 

vegetables.  A non-toxic product 

safe for Kids & Pets.     Contact 

LCCD for more information. 
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Sales & Services Provided by the Lane County 

Conservation District 

For Rent: 

Tree Planter 

Weed Barrier Machine 

Roto Tiller 

Laser Level 

Drip Torch Burner 

 

For Sale: 

Drip Irrigation 

Weed Barrier & Stakes 

Marking Flags & Tape 

Trees, Tree Protectors & 

Root Slurry 

Composter & Recycling Bins 

Rubber Tire Tanks 

Grass Seed 

Deer & Rabbit   

Repellent 
 

For current prices: 

Contact Ann Marie 
Jennings  

620-397-5751 x 106   
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Lane, Ness and Hodgeman County Conservation Districts will be hosting a No-Till Work-

shop on August 25th, from 9am—2:30pm at the Ness County Fairgrounds located in Ness 

City.   

Topics will include, Cover Crops in Western 

Kansas, Weed Resistance to Chemicals, No-

Till Dryland Corn, Comparing No-Till to Till-

age, Fertilizer Placement, Prep Work & Plant 

Health, as well as local producers to speak 

about their own practices in Western Kansas. 

Admission is Free and lunch will be provided!  

For more information contact the Lane County 

Conservation District,  620-397-5751.  

 



CSP—An Operator Friendly Program 
  by Darrel Beougher, NRCS District Conservationist 

The Conservation Stewardship Pro-

gram (CSP) administered by the 

Natural Resources Conservation Ser-

vice (NRCS) is a product of the Food, 

Conservation and Energy Act of 

2008.  CSP encourages producers to 

address resource concerns in a com-

prehensive manner by 1.) improving, 

maintaining and managing existing 

conservation practices and 2.) adding 

at least one additional conservation 

practice for each land use on FSA‟s 

operator of record Ag operation.  CSP 

is authorized through 2010.  The eli-

gible land uses for CSP are; Crop, 

Range and Pasture. 

The operator of record can submit an 

application for the program.  Operators 

must show they will have “effective” 

control of rented land for the five year 

contract period.  Landowners may par-

ticipant with the Operators application.  

Landowners who have an interest in 

Labor, Equipment, Management or Pro-

duction decisions may be eligible for a 

separate CSP application. 

An individual has a cap of $40,000 a  
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year with a $200,000 contract cap.  

Payments are based on existing land 

treatment and additional land treat-

ment. 

For more information about the CSP 

program, visit with the staff at your 

local NRCS office. 



U.S. Department of Agriculture‟s Natural Resources Conserva-
tion Service (NRCS) will turn 75 on April 27, 2010.   

“During these years, the NRCS has led the nation in protect-

ing our natural resources,” said Eric Banks, State Conserva-
tionist in Kansas. 

“We have followed the lead of the first chief of our agency, 

Hugh Hammond Bennett, who envisioned the agency‟s soil 
conservationists to work one on one with producers on pri-

vate and tribal lands and to walk the land to develop a con-
servation plan,” he said. 

“Programs and technology have provided many changes in 

delivering our services, but working with the producer/
landowner and getting conservation on the ground remains 

NRCS‟s number one priority,” said Banks. 

“That priority is reflected in our agency‟s mission, „Helping 
People Help the Land,‟” he said. 

Conservation practices carried out by farmers, ranchers, and 

other landowners in Kansas have improved the quality of life 
and built stronger rural communities.  Agency statistics show 

dramatic improvements in Kansas‟s natural resources be-
cause of conservation practices such as crop rotations, ter-

races, waterways, windbreaks, wetlands, no-till farming, buff-

ers, watershed dams, rangeland management, ponds, nutri-

ent and pest management, to name a few.  

“The 75 years of success of NRCS can be attributed to 
dedicated producers, agency employees, local county 

conservation district board supervisors and staff, and 
partners, all of whom worked together to accomplish the 

goal of protecting our natural resources—soil, water, air, 
plants, and animals,” said Banks. 

“This agency‟s rich conservation legacy has resulted in 

many benefits to the state‟s citizens—abundant food and 
fiber, clean water, clean air, productive soils, and open 

spaces to use and enjoy,” he said. 

NRCS was created as the Soil Conservation Service within 
USDA on April 27, 1935, in response to the devastation 

of the Dust Bowl on the nation‟s agricultural land. The 

agency‟s primary mission then was to conserve soil on 
agricultural land. It became NRCS in 1994 to better re-

flect its expanded role of servicing other natural re-
sources such as soil, water, air, plants, and animals on 

private and tribal lands.  More about NRCS history can be 
found at www.ks.nrcs.usda.gov/about. 

For more information about NRCS in Kansas, visit 
http://www.ks.nrcs.usda.gov or stop by your local 
county USDA Service Center. 

NRCS Celebrates 75 Years 
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Approximately 20% of toilets leak.  

Check for leaks by placing a few 
drops of food coloring in the tank.  If 

dye shows up in the bowl after 15 

minutes, the toilet has a leak.  For an 
inexpensive solution, replace the flap-

per. 
Place one or two 1-quart bottles filled 

with water in the tank of an older toilet.  It could save 

as much as 1,000 gallons of water per person in a 

year. 
Install an ultralow-flow toilet.  It uses just 1.6 gallons a 

flush, compared to older toilets that use 3.5 to 7 gal-

lons per flush. 
Repair leaks in shower and sink faucets. 

Test your shower flow.  If a 1-gallon bucket placed un-

der the flow takes less than 20 seconds to fill, install a 
low-flow showerhead, which uses less than 2.5 gallons 

per minute. 
Turn off water when shaving or brushing your teeth.  It 

will save an average of 5 gallons per person every day. 

Water Tips: 
How to Conserve Water and Lower 
Monthly Bills 
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Water Quality - Be a “Clean Water 
Neighbor” 

You may not often think of it, but storm drains flow to 
nearby waterways.  Everything that washes down a storm 

drain winds up in the local lake, river, creek, or stream. 

 
Here are some simple ideas that will help you be a Clean 

Water Neighbor: 
Never use storm drains to dispose of waste items. 

Clean up leaves or grass clippings that accumulate on 

your driveway, sidewalk, or in the street. 

Sweep (don‟t wash) fertilizer and soil off driveways and 

walkways. 

Minimize the use of salt on sidewalks and driveways 

during winter. 
Flush or bury pet waste. 

Redirect downspouts away from paved areas to vege-

tated areas. 
Wash your car on the lawn, not on the driveway or 

street. 

Use recycling and composting sites in your community. 

Keep these common wastes from reaching storm 

drains: 

 motor oil  antifreeze 
 soaps   pesticides 

 fertilizers  cleaning fluids 
 paint   pet waste 
 

 

 

Kansas State University Agricultural Experiment Station and 

Cooperative Extension Service 

FEDS FEED FAMILIES 
Hunger does not take a vacation… When school lets out for the summer, our nation’s 

youngsters who receive free and reduced price meals through the National School 
Lunch and School Breakfast programs are at a higher risk of going hungry. 

 
Donations go to our local Lane County Food Bank to help with this effort! 

Please drop-off non-perishable food items to the USDA Service Center, 701 W. James, 

Dighton, KS.                                               Donations will be taken through August, 31 



Site preparation is critical to the sur-

vival of tree and shrub seedlings.  Any 

vegetation competing with the seed-

lings for moisture or nutrients should 

be removed.  If the planting site is in 

cultivation, discing once or twice may 

be adequate to remove existing com-

petition and to prepare a mellow soil.  

Break up plow pans with deep chisel-

ing.  If in grass sod, plow in the previ-

ous season, or remove the sod from 

the planting spot so that there is at 

least a 48-inch diameter planting spot 

free from competition. 

Care after planting is also important.  

Protect the planting permanently from 

livestock.  Young trees can be pro-

tected from rabbits, mice, and other 

pests with wrapping, wire screens, or 

repellents. 

To make the best use of all available 

moisture and obtain best survival and 

growth, keep trees cleanly cultivated.  

Clean cultivation also provides fire pro-

tection to sensitive plants.  If cultiva-

tion is not practical, install weed bar-

rier fabric or check with your local Re-

search and Extension office or Conser-

vation District for herbicides that may 

be used on the kinds of trees and 

shrubs that you have planted. 

Seedlings planted on droughty sites 

will require watering occasionally for 

the first 2 years.  If the plants tend to 

lay down, they should be staked up-

right. 

Bare Root Seedlings should be 

planted as soon as possible.  They can 

be held for a couple of days in the shipping 

box by placing the box in a cool, shaded 

location.  Don‟t store the seedlings in water 

or allow them to freeze. 

To heel in seedlings, dig a V-shaped 

trench; open the bundle and lay seedling 

roots in the trench without crowding; cover 

roots with the soil and pack firmly; and 

water thoroughly.  Plant the seedling in 

their permanent location before they start 

growing. 

One of the most common causes of plant-

ing failure is to allow the seedlings to dry 

out during the planting operation.  Small 

roots dry rapidly when exposed to sun and 

wind.  Seedlings can easily be protected 

during the planting operation by wrapping 

bundles of seedlings in wet burlap, or plac-

ing the seedlings in a bucket with the roots 

covered with moist packing medium or 

water.  Plant the seedlings immediately 

upon removing them from protective cover.  

Even a few minutes delay can be serious.  

Dig the planting hole deep enough to ac-

commodate the roots in their natural posi-

tion.  Do not twist the roots or otherwise 

force them into a small hole.  Roots may 

be pruned to a minimum length of 8 inches 

to facilitate planting.  Protect the roots 

from drying during the pruning operation.  

Proper planting depth is at the same depth, 

or slightly deeper (no more than 1 inch 

deeper), than they grew in the nursery.  

Place soil around the roots and firm it to 

remove air pockets from around the roots.  

Water thoroughly. 

Container Grown Seedlings for best 

results plant immediately.  Dig the planting 

hole slightly deeper than the root plug 

so when planted, the root plug will be 

covered with 1/2 to 1 inch of soil.  Re-

move the plants from the container be-

fore planting.  Place soil around the root 

plug and firm it to remove air pockets 

from around the roots.  Water the seed-

lings after planting.  Stake the plants, if 

needed, to hold them upright. 

Spacing Plants:  Plants often are 

planted too close together, resulting in 

stunted growth and increased suscepti-

bility to insects and disease.  Acceptable 

spacing varies with annual precipitation 

and landowner preference.  Recom-

mended spacing for Western Kansas is 

12 to 18 feet between rows.  Within 

rows,  shrubs 3 to 6 feet apart, Redce-

dar and Rocky Mountain Juniper 6 to 12 

feet, Pine 8 to 12 feet, Deciduous trees 

8 to 18 feet. 

Fertilizing Plants:  Most soils have 

adequate nutrients to support seedlings 

the first year.  It is usually best not to 

fertilize seedlings unless definite defi-

ciency symptoms are present.  Ever-

green trees are not very demanding and 

normally do not need fertilizer at any 

age.  Too much nitrogen on evergreen 

trees will kill small roots and on new 

plantings may result in lower survival. 

On poorer soils, the deciduous plants 

may respond to nitrogen.  Apply 1/4 

cup of a low analysis fertilizer such as 

12-12-12 to a 2-feet diameter area 

around the seedling.  If plants are yel-

lowish, a soil sample is needed to deter-

mine the precise need. 

- Kansas Forest Service 

Tips on Planting Trees and Shrubs 
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It is the policy of the Lane County Conservation District not to discriminate in 

employment or program services for reasons of race, color, sex, age, religion, 

marital status, national origin, or handicapped condition.  The Kansas State 

Conservation Commission and Kansas Conservation Districts are equal oppor-

tunity provides and employers. 

 

 

 

The Lane County Conservation Board of Supervisors meets the third 

Wednesday of each month at the USDA Service Center.  If you have 

any questions or comments for the Board of Supervisors, or sugges-

tions for this newsletter, please call 620-397-5751. 

Lane County Conservation District is a proud member of the National 

Association of Conservation Districts and the Kansas Association of 

Conservation Districts. 

 

 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

August 3 - KACD-EO Meeting (Garden City) 

August 18 - LCCD Board Meeting 

August 25 - No-Till Workshop 

September 6 - Office Closed for Labor Day 

September 15 - LCCD Board Meeting 

October 11-Office Closed for Columbus Day 

October 20-LCCD Board Meeting 

Thank you to all of our sponsors for continuing to 

support the Lane County Conservation District 

newsletter.  To become a sponsor and advertise in 

future newsletter editions, contact Ann Marie 

Jennings, 620-397-5751 x 106 


