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It’s Time to Order Trees  

& Shrubs  

Order now until April 26th  

Bare-root or Container-grown seedlings 

available 

If Planting New Windbreaks (visit  with NRCS 
to assist with the design, then order trees 
through the district) 

Typical bundle sizes of 25 

Direct shipping available 

Scheduled to inter-seed CRP in 2012? 

LCCD is a Sharp Brother’s  

Seed Dealer 

 

A reserved amount of the below forb seed 

has been locked-in at the low 9/5/11 rates 

through the District only!!! 

Upright Prairie Coneflower 
Purple Coneflower 
Illinois Bundleflower 
Maximillian Sunflower 

Available while supplies last 

Call or email for a quote 

* All seed sold through Sharp Brothers is available 

701 W. James Dighton, KS  67839  

P.O. Box 985       

620-397-5751 x 106        

  www.lanecountycd.com  

LCCD 67th Annual Meeting and Awards Ceremony 

LCCD’s annual meeting was held January 21st, 2012 at the Dighton High School.    

Approximately 145 guests attended the dinner, catered by the  

Dighton Bowl & Diner, and sponsored by the First State Bank of Healy and the  

First National Bank of Dighton.   

Following dinner, the meeting and awards ceremony was held in the  

auditorium.  Jim Bennett, LCCD Board of Directors Chairman, was master of 

ceremonies.  Arron Von Schriltz was re-elected for another three-year term 

serving on the Board of Supervisors and Brent Moomaw was elected as Helen 

Hank’s successor for a three-year term.  

Conservation Awards were presented by Chris Long,  K-State Research and  

Extension Agriculture and Natural Resources Agent, and Key-Banker Steve  

Fenster, of The First State Bank of Healy.  The Energy Conservation Award was 

received by Sharp Farms for their bio-fuel operation; Leon Scheck received the 

Grassland award for Dale Reifschneider who was not able to attend, the Water 

Quality Award was presented to Irvin Yaegar of Yaegar Feedlot for the waste 

lagoon upgrades and berm installation completed in 2006, the Windbreak 

Award was presented to E. Joe & Helen Hanks for the windbreak surrounding   
(continued on page 3)        
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their residence, Darrel Shaffer received the Water Conservation Award for the installation of two pivot 

systems installed on the ground he farms, owned by Marvin Pinkston,  and Bill & Donnis Maughlin  

received the Soil Conservation Award for their no-till farming practices. 

Ann Marie Jennings, District Manager and Auxiliary Members, Debbie Bennett and Mary Heath, presented 

the “Forests for People, More Than You Can Imagine” Poster and Limerick Contest awards to all winners 

(see below for the winners).  Entertainment for the evening was “Life on the Prairie” presented by James 

Leiker from the Sternberg Museum.  James brought in live snakes and animal furs 

found on the prairies of Western Kansas.  The snakes 

were a BIG hit with the kids… especially those who 

bravely volunteered to hold them!   Door prizes were 

given away to conclude the evening. 

67th Annual Meeting Dinner and Awards Ceremony  
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“Forests for People More Than You Can Imagine” Poster & 

Limerick Contest Winners 

Lane County Contest 

Kindergarten - 1st Grade Poster Division   2nd - 3rd Grade Poster Division 

Kaylee Canfield ……….……….1st place   Pierce Applegate …………...….....…1st place 

Laralee Griffin ……….………...2nd place  Tyler Schmalzried …………....….….2nd place 

Mallory Applegate ………….….3rd place   Juan Hernandez Espinosa…….…....3rd place 

 

4th Grade Poster Division     5th Grade Poster Division 

April Medina ………..…………..1st place   Gentry Shapland ………………….….1st place 

Erik Prieto ………………..…….2nd place  Nicole Dominguez ………………..…2nd place 

Burke Shapland………..……….3rd place  Kenadee O’Brien ………………….…3rd place 

 

6th Grade Poster Division     5th - 6th Grade Limerick Division 

Kierra Bradstreet.…..…………..1st place   Brendan Whipple ………...……….….1st place 

Balinda Conine…………..…….2nd place   Gentry Shapland.. ………………..…2nd place 

Hannah Nguyen...……..……….3rd place  Hannah Nguyen.. ………………….…3rd place 

 

Kansas Association of Conservation Districts Contest 

Kaylee Canfield………...1st place K-1st Poster Division 

We’d like to thank all the teachers who encouraged their classes to participate in the contest and the board 

members and volunteers who helped judge! 



WASHINGTON, November 30, 2011 – Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack today announced the ranking dates for the  

On-Farm Energy, Organic, Seasonal High Tunnel and Air Quality conservation initiatives. All four initiatives offer  

technical and financial assistance through the Natural Resources Conservation Service’s (NRCS) Environmental Quality 

Incentives Program. 

 

“Producers tell us they want to apply for these initiatives, but many want more time to make sure they choose the one 

that’s right for their operation,” Vilsack said. “Moving to multiple ranking dates for each initiative is going to make it easier 

for more producers to apply and help them get started with implementing the practices they need to benefit the natural 

resources on their operations.” 

 

NRCS accepts applications for financial assistance on a continuous basis throughout the year. There will be three  

ranking periods for the Organic, On-Farm Energy and Seasonal High Tunnel initiatives, all ending on February 3, March 

30 and June 1, 2012. Ranking periods for the Air Quality Initiative end February 3 and March 30, 2012. At the end of a 

ranking period, NRCS ranks all submitted proposals for funding consideration. NRCS will notify all applicants of the  

results of the rankings and begin developing contracts with selected applicants.   
 

The On-Farm Energy, Organic and Seasonal High Tunnel initiatives are available in all 50 states, the Caribbean Area 

and the Pacific Basin. The Air Quality Initiative is available in Arizona, California, Colorado, Illinois, Montana, New York, 

Ohio, Pennsylvania and Texas. Air Quality funding is limited to counties within these nine States that have serious air 

quality resource concerns related to non-attainment for Ozone and Particulate Matter.  

 

Initiative Overviews 

On-Farm Energy Initiative:  NRCS and producers develop Agricultural Energy Management Plans (AgEMP) or farm  

energy audits that assess energy consumption on an operation. NRCS then uses audit data to develop energy  

conservation recommendations. Each AgEMP has a landscape component that assesses equipment and farming  

processes and a farm headquarters component that assesses power usage and efficiencies in livestock buildings, grain 

handling operations, and similar facilities to support the farm operation. 

 

Organic Initiative:  NRCS helps certified organic growers and producers working to achieve organic certification install 

conservation practices for organic production. New for fiscal year 2012, applicants will be evaluated continuously during 

the ranking periods. Applications meeting or exceeding a threshold score may be approved for an EQIP contract before 

the end of the ranking period. Applications rating below the threshold score will be deferred to the next period. A new 

threshold score will be established at the beginning of each ranking period. This new scoring process allows organic  

producers to implement conservation practices in a timelier manner.  

 

Seasonal High Tunnel Pilot Initiative:  NRCS helps producers plan and implement high tunnels, steel-framed,  

polyethylene-covered structures that extend growing seasons in an environmentally safe manner. High tunnel benefits 

include better plant and soil quality, fewer nutrients and pesticides in the environment, and better air quality due to fewer 

vehicles being needed to transport crops. More than 4,000 high tunnels have been planned and implemented nationwide 

through this initiative over the past two years. 

 

Air Quality Initiative:  NRCS helps producers address air quality concerns on their operations.  Assistance includes  

establishing cover crops, planting windbreaks, implementing nutrient management practices and applying other  

conservation measures that mitigate and prevent air quality problems.  

 

Conservation practices installed through this initiative reduce airborne particulate matter and greenhouse gases and  

conserve energy. 

Visit the NRCS National Web site for more information on how to apply for these initiatives and connect with an NRCS office near you.  
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USDA Announces Ranking Dates for Four Major 

Conservation Initiatives 

http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/main/national/programs/financial/eqip
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/main/national/programs/financial/eqip
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/main/national/home
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Scholarships Available 

If YOU are interested in plants, livestock, or wildlife, attend an educational event like no other in Kansas! 

LCCD IS OFFERING SCHOLARSHIPS TO COVER TUITION  

Participants:  Upcoming High School Sophomores, Juniors, & Seniors   

Location:   Camp Mennoscah, Murdock, KS     

Learn:   Range Plant Identification, Plant Growth, Stocking Rate  
      Determination, Livestock Nutrition, Rangeland Wildlife   
      Management, and much more!                  

Special Items:  Field Trip (location to be determined)  Tuition:  $220 per participant  

       Steak and Potato Dinner  Free Time Activities: Swimming, Canoeing, Fishing & Hiking 
     Air-Conditioned Cabins  

Registration due by April 27, 2012.  Stop by the LCCD office to pick -up registration forms  

  

  

$500 Senior Scholarships  
The Lane County Conservation 

District is offering three $500  

Scholarships!  The scholarships 

are available to seniors who attend 
High School, or are home-
schooled in Lane County.  Those 
interested should intend to enter 
the Agricultural and/or Conservation field during the 
2012-2013 school year. 
 
Applicants must write a one page, single spaced essay 
on “Why you are interested in the Agriculture Field”.  
Interest in Conservation is a plus!   The essays will be 
judged by the Lane County Conservation District Board 
of Supervisors.  Winners  will need to turn in a copy of 
their 1st or 2nd semester enrollment information to the 
District.   
 
Essays and cover forms are due to the Conservation  
District office by 4:30 pm on Friday March 16, 2012.   
 
 

Wet Walnut Creek Watershed  
The Wet Walnut Creek Watershed is offering a $500 

Scholarship to a high school senior within the  

Watershed District.  The recipient of the scholarship will 
also be considered for the $200 scholarship offered by 
the State Association of Kansas Watersheds.   
 
This scholarship is being awarded to promote  
agriculture, soil and water conservation and water  
quality.  The student should be planning a career in an 
agricultural related field.  This is a broad based field 
ranging from ag business, water and soil conservation, 
water quality, agronomy, to many specialized fields.  
 
Seniors attending LaCrosse, Otis Bison, Healy, Ness 
City, Dighton and Western Plains High Schools are  
eligible for the scholarships. 
 
Information and applications have been sent to each 
school counselor.  Applications are to be returned to 
the Wet Walnut Creek Watershed Office by February 
14, 2012. 
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REMINDER:  State Cost-Share  

Services Provided by the Lane County 

Conservation District  

For Rent: 

Tree Planter 

Weed Barrier Machine 

Roto Tiller 

Laser Level 

Drip Torch Burner 

For Purchase: 

Drip Irrigation  

Weed Barrier  

Weed Barrier Stakes 

Marking Flags  

Trees, Tree Protectors & 

Root Slurry 

Composters   

Recycling Bins 

Rubber Tire Tanks 

Grass Seed 

Deer & Rabbit   

Repellent 

For current prices: 

Contact Ann Marie Jennings  

620-397-5751 x 106   

If you have a current State Cost Share contract through the Lane County  

Conservation District, the practice must be completed, checked-out by appropriate  

staff, and bills returned to the Conservation Office by the end of May, 2012. 

 

The sign-up period for funds available in July 2012 is just around the  

corner  start thinking about conservation practices you could implement. 

Common practices available for Cost-Share: 

- Critical Area Grass Planting - Flat Channel, Gradient, and Level Terraces 

- Cross-Fencing - Terrace Restoration of Flat Channel, Gradient, and Level Terraces   

- Grassed Waterway or Outlet - Pipelines 

- Tree/Shrub Establishment   - Prescribed Grazing 

- Well Decommissioning - Water Well and Watering Facility 

- On-Site Wastewater System - Elimination of Abandoned On-Site Wastewater Systems 

- Windbreak/Shelterbelt Establishment or Renovation & Trickle Irrigation Systems 

- Pumping Plant for Water Supply (Solar Panels & Pumps, Submersible Pumps & Pump jacks) 

If you would like to advertise in the April 2012 - January 2013 quarterly Newsletters,  

contact our office prior to March 21st, 2012. 
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Are Cover Crops Part of Your Rotation  
By Lyle D. Frees Natural Resource Specialist 

Natural Resources Conservation Service, Salina, Kansas 

Many Kansas producers are starting to ask the question:  Should I consider including a cover crop in my crop rotation?  
In fact, a few have started to include a cover crop in their farming operation by experimenting on a small acreage.  This  
acreage is away from the nearest road so it does not draw much attention. The use of cover crops is not a new idea.  Much of 
the existing university research was conducted in the 1920s and 30s and is still applicable today. 

Most producers will ask why a cover crop should be included in their cropping system and thus use precious soil  
moisture that is needed for the next cash crop?  To answer this, producers need to answer some questions about their crop-
land’s soil health, soil compaction, and crop diversity. 

Is my soil healthy?   
In order to answer this question, compare cropland soils with native rangeland soils.  Early in the spring and late in the 

fall cool-season grasses and broadleaf plants thrive while warm-season native grasses and broadleaf plants thrive in the  
summer months.  Good rangeland soils support a vast number of different plants.  Dig up a spade full of range soil and ob-
serve the extensive root system and the appearance of the soil’s structure.  The roots and soil structure appear to be  
designed to rapidly infiltrate rainfall. 

Does my soil suffer from soil compaction?   
Unfortunately, most Kansas cropland soils have some level of compaction which can limit infiltration for rainfall.  As the 

size of farming operations increased so has the size of farm equipment.  The need to plant and harvest when the cropland soils 
are too wet to support the larger equipment has resulted in the increased risk of soil compaction.  Certain cover crop species 
can help in reversing the compaction issues.  

 
Does my current crop rotation include a diversity of crop types?  

Are the four crop types represented:  cool-season grasses and broadleaf plants and warm-season grasses and  
broadleaf plants?  An example of a cool-season grass is winter wheat, and a cool-season broadleaf is canola; a  
warm-season grass, corn and a warm-season broadleaf, soybeans.  Most Kansas crop rotations do not contain all four crop 
types, and the inclusion of a cover crop can help fill this gap. 

Now that you have looked at your soil’s health, compaction, and diversity, the next questions may be what are the 
benefits of a cover crop and when do you plant a cover crop. 

 
What are the benefits of a cover crop?   

The benefits provided by a cover crop are not new and provide many of the same benefits of the cover crops planted 
by your grandparents.  The benefits would include fixing atmospheric nitrogen in soil to be used by the next cash crop,  
scavenging nitrogen remaining after the previous cash crop, reducing soil compaction, providing wind and water  
erosion protection, providing livestock forage, and suppressing weeds.   

However, the last two benefits need further explanation.  The grazing of cover crops by livestock is beneficial to im-
proving soil health as long as some of the cover crop residue remains for the soil microbes to use.  A general statement would 
be to use half of the cover crop for the above-ground livestock and half for the below-ground “livestock” or the microbes.  Weed 
suppression is also a valuable attribute of some cover crop species such as annual rye, barley, buckwheat, or Sudangrass.  

A mix of cover crop species can accomplish several of the above benefits.  While it is still not completely understood, a 
mix of six to 12 different cover crop species seeded together can be used to improve soil health while using little or no addi-
tional soil moisture.  Several crop producers in the Great Plains Region of the United States have documented this finding, and 
there appears to be no reason why it will not work in Kansas as well.  This is of particular importance to the western Kansas 
producers where limited soil moisture can be a concern. 

 
When should a cover crop be planted?   

If you are considering adding a cover crop, the most obvious time to plant a cover crop in a crop rotation is after wheat 
harvest when the soil is fallow.  Planting a cover crop after wheat harvest appears to be the safest time in the crop rotation to 
plant a cover crop and still have adequate soil moisture for a spring-planted cash crop. 

 
More Information  

If you want more information on cover crops, many publications are available.  No single publication covers all facets 
of cover crops.  To gain a better understanding of cover crops and their uses, the third edition of the book Managing Cover 
Crops Profitably is a good place to start.  It is available free as a download from the Sustainable Agriculture Research and Edu-
cation (SARE) organization at:  http://www.sare.org/Learning-Center/Books.  I would encourage all Kansas producers to con-
sider the use of a cover crop in their current crop rotation. 

 
For more information about cover crops and natural resources conservation, call or stop by your local NRCS office or conser-

vation district office.  The office is located at your local U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) Service Center (listed in the telephone 
book under United States Government or on the internet at offices.usda.gov).  More information is also available on the Kansas Web 
site at www.ks.nrcs.usda.gov.  Follow us on Twitter @NRCS_Kansas.  USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer. 

http://offices.usda.gov/
http://www.ks.nrcs.usda.gov
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It is the policy of the Lane County Conservation District not to 

discriminate in employment or program services for reasons of 

race, color, sex, age, religion, marital status, national origin, 

or handicapped condition.  The Kansas State Conservation 

Commission and Kansas Conservation Districts are equal op-

portunity provides and employers. 

 

The Lane County Conservation Board of Supervisors meets 

the third Wednesday of each month at the USDA Service Cen-

ter.  If you have any questions or comments for the Board of 

Supervisors, or suggestions for this newsletter, please call 

620-397-5751. 

Lane County Conservation District is a proud member of the 

National Association of Conservation Districts and the Kansas 

Association of Conservation Districts. 

 

 

 

  

 

LCCD BOARD OF SUPERVISORS: 
  

Jim Bennett ……………Chairman  

James Johnston……..Vice-Chairman              

Arron Von Schriltz…...Treasurer    

Steve Heath…………...Member   

Brent Moomaw…………...Member   

LCCD Staff: 
 Ann Marie Jennings, District Manager 

 
NRCS Staff: 

 Darrel Beougher, District Conservationist 

Leon Scheck, Soil Conservation Technician 
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